
 

 From the end of April to the 
beginning of May, I visited the 
United States with Nagasaki 
City Council Chairman Taka-
shi Yoshihara. Our visit had 
two purposes: one was to 
deepen the friendship between 
Nagasaki and the people of St. 
Paul, our sister city. The other 
was to deliver a message from 
Nagasaki at the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT) Re-
view Conference being held 
New York. The events in New 
York have already been covered 
by newspapers and television, so 
instead I will write a little about 
visiting St. Paul.  

I imagine many of you will be 
wondering, ñWhere is St. Paul?ò 
Well, it is right in the middle of 
the United States, in the north. 
It is to the west of the Great 
Lakes. St. Paul and Nagasaki 
have been sister cities since 
1955. Ours was the first ever 
sister city affiliation in Japan. 

During our stay of three days 
and two nights, we were wel-
comed by many people, includ-
ing Mayor Chris Coleman and 
members of the St. Paul-
Nagasaki Sister City Commit-
tee. Something that pleased me 
greatly was that the names of 
members of the Nagasaki Sister 

City Committee kept coming up in 
conversation during our two days 
there. I could really tell that the ex-
change we have carried out so far 
has grown from the combined ef-
forts of a large number of ordinary 
citizens.  

I cannot forget my visit to Como 
Park. In this large public park there 
is a splendid Japanese garden. It was 
designed and its construction was 
overseen by the Nagasaki landscape 
architect Masami Matsuda. Bill Pe-
sek received instruction from Mr. 
Matsuda, and told me about how 
Mr. Matsuda had led them in the 
construction of the garden while 
sleeping in his car. Mr. Pesek ex-
pressed strong feelings of gratitude 
towards Mr. Matsuda. 
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SPNSCC and Hiroshima Nagasaki Com-

memoration Committee members with the 

delegation at the Peace Park event (above).     
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Nagasaki previously sent a gift of seeds from 
atom-bombed camphor trees to St. Paul, but in 
the cold climate they had seemed unlikely to 
grow. Those responsible therefore raised the 
trees in a greenhouse and took great care of 
them.  

In the tea house óSeichǾan,ô Patricia Katagiri 
and her students served us tea while dressed in 
Japanese clothes. The sweets they served were 
imported from Japan, but they told us that 
they sometimes make the sweets themselves 
too. 

In one corner of the park is an area called the 
óLabyrinth.ô A Peace Ceremony is held here on 
August 9 each year. This year, after a three-year 
absence, students from Junshin Womenôs 

Planting an Incredible Spirit hydrangea by the 
Peace Garden Bridge and folding origami 
cranes at the Spirit of Peace sculpture in the 
Lyndale Park Peace Garden were two highlights 
of Nagasaki Mayor Tomihisa Taue's visit to 
Minnesota in late April. The Mayor and Na-
gasaki City Council President Yoshihara and 
their group stopped in Minnesota on their way 
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Conference 
in New York City.   The Mayor also attended 
events in St. Paul, including visits to the City 
Council, the Como Ordway Memorial Japa-
nese Garden, the Global Harmony Labyrinth, 
and the St. Paul Saints. The visit was hosted by 
the city of St. Paul and the St. Paul Nagasaki 
Sister City Committee, which is celebrating its 
55 years of international friendship in 2010. 
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School will attend the ceremony and pray for 
peace together with the citizens of St. Paul. 
Chris Rossow, Former President of the Sister 
City Committee, told me that they are also 
looking forward to welcoming the Girl Scouts 
who will visit from Nagasaki in August. 

I am certain that the exchange taking place be-
tween the citizens of our two cities is responsi-
ble for the growth of friendship and trust be-
tween us. I believe that it is through this power 
that we can achieve peace. 

It was with a great feeling of warmth and grati-
tude towards the people of St. Paul that I 
boarded the plane to New York.  

The original article in Japanese can be found on the 
SPNSCC website.   
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 Council President Yoshihara and Mayor Tomihisa Taue 

at the Nagasaki relic stone (above).   


